
On Thursday 
evening, May 27, 
Child of God held 
its second eighth 
grade graduation 
ceremony, saying 
farewell to Andrew 
Chema, Emma 
Darlin, Marc 
Harris, Bayli 
Kumbera, Zane 
Morgan, Andrew 
Popp, Jared Propst, 
Matthew 
Schneider, Jacob 
Since, Evan 
Steckler, and Kacie 
Trout. 
   Highlights of the event 
included a touching 
processional as the 
graduates walked in one at 
a time while pictures of 
their childhood appeared on 
the screen; encouraging 
comments from Principal 
Jeff Wittcop and Pastor Kurt 
Klaus; a faculty song 
dedicated to the eighth 
grade class; a song the 
eighth graders sang 
accompanied on the piano 
by classmate, Evan Steckler; 
a presentation of 
scholarships to Evan 
Steckler and Zane Morgan 
from Mr. Dave 
Schlesselman, Lutheran 
High School Association ¹ 
St. Charles; and a 
recessional hymn sung by 
classmate Jacob Since. 

   According to Graduate 
Andrew Chema, the food 
before and after the 
ceremony got high marks 
for being a class favorite 
during the evening½s 
festivities. 

The COG class of 2010 chose 
Ephesians 6:11 as their Bible 
verse:  ºPut on the full 
armor of God so that you 
can take your stand against 
the devil½s schemes.» 

Amid Smiles and Tears, COG Graduates 11 

Volume 1, Issue 8 

The Christian 
Crusader  

June 4, 2010 

Published biPublished bi --weekly for members weekly for members 

and friends of Child of God and friends of Child of God 

Lutheran Church and SchoolLutheran Church and School   

Worship  

Service  

Faith           
Development  

Outreach  

Excellence  

Family  

COG Core 
Values  

 

 

New Orleans-bound 
youth will hold a     
barbecue at Child of 
God on Saturday,   
June 5 from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  Come by and 
treat yourself to some 
great outdoor cooking! 

Chris Orf, helicopter pilot and father of first grader, Macey Orf, 
picked up his daughter in style on the last day of school.  Mr. Orf 
landed the helicopter early so that everyone had an opportunity to 
get a look at its interior. 
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Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
Stewards  

Habit 1:  Be Thankful  

ºIn everything give thanks; for this 
is God's will for you in Christ 
Jesus» (I Thessalonians) Talk about 
an attitude of gratitude!  What 
does giving thanks in ºeverything» 
mean for daily living?  Do we thank 
God for the blessings of life¹the 
big things and the small things, the 
obvious and the not so obvious? 

    Food and shelter are basic 
necessities.  Family and friends 
provide meaning and fellowship.  
Good health is important to our 
general well being.  Though we 
enjoy these gifts each day, it is easy 
to take them for granted and not 
express our appreciation. 

    What about your job?  Do we 
view it as our vocation?  The word 
ºvocation» literally means ºcalling».  
We usually think of a calling as 

being related to some kind of 
ministry.  But God calls and equips 
all of us so that, by the quality of 
our work in our vocation He is 
honored and we reflect His 
image..no mater what our ºwork» 
is.  In Colossians 3 Jesus says 
ºWhatever you do, work heartily, as 
for the Lord and not for men... You 
are serving the Lord Christ.»  If we 
could see Jesus Christ as our boss, 
would it change our attitude about 
our job? 

    Let's face it: some of us have a 
kind of love/hate relationship with 
work.  We spend roughly a third of 
our adult lives making a living and 
what is our attitude about work?  
Work is not just a means to a 
paycheck.  It is a gift from God to 
help develop character.  It is an 
opportunity to be a Christ-like 
example to those with whom we 
work.  It motivates us to be 
productive and to achieve a sense 

of accomplishment and value.  As 
Christians we can say ºAll this, and 
a paycheck too»! 

    A stewards heart is a thankful 
heart.  Someone has said it well:  
ºThanksgiving, to be truly 
thanksgiving, is first thanks, then 
giving.»  You can give without 
being thankful, but you cannot be 
thankful without giving.  When we 
give, you not only are 
acknowledging that everything you 
have is a gift from God, but you are 
expressing your gratitude to Him. 

Stewardship Note by Roy Zirges 

Vacation Bible School June 21-25:   High Seas 
Expedition ̧ Exploring the Mighty love of God 

Invite your friends!   

The fun begins each day at 9:15 a.m. and ends 
at 12 noon. 

Adult and youth helpers (6th grade and up) are 
needed as crew leaders.  We also need someone to 
babysit and help coordinate decorations.* 

Please see the sign-up in the entry-way and 
consider donating needed craft and snack items. 
Contact Jill Ramig (jramig@charter.net) (980-1148) 
or Mary Beth Popp (mbtpopp@charter.net) if you 
can help any or all days. 

VBS Volunteer Meetings - Attend one of the 
following meetings: Sunday, June 13th 11:15 a.m. in 
the library OR Wednesday, June 16th at 7:00 p.m. 

The decoration coordinator does NOT need to be here during 
VBS.  They just need to gather supplies 
and decorate the stage on June 20. 
    Registration forms are available 
online at www.coglcs.org 

VBS, June 21-25:  High Seas Expedition Explores God½s Love 

Changes in COG Mission Policies for 2010-2011 

Please note the following changes in Child of God Lutheran 
School operating policies for the 2010-2011 school year: 

The year-long Tuition Forgiveness Program has ended, 
(nine families participated in this program) and 

Beginning July 1, we will no longer accept credit card 
payments for any money owed to Child of God.  This   
includes tuition, extended care, and Scrip program 
cards. 
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